Abstract. This paper reports findings from an open-ended survey on attitudes towards humanoid robots collected from samples in the United Kingdom and Japan. 335 participants were asked how they felt about humanoid robots becoming widespread in society and what tasks they wanted humanoid robots to perform. While the UK sample was overall less negative towards humanoid robots than their Japanese counterparts, the UK sample did not want robots to perform tasks that required capabilities deemed as human qualities, such as empathy, caring, or independent decision making.
Introduction

Kaplan and the Frankenstein Syndrome
The differences between Western and Japanese attitudes and responses towards technologies have been a subject of fascination across different fields of research. Kaplan [1] argues that much of the work considering such differences have taken as the baseline that the Japanese have a greater fascination with these technologies, than their western counterparts. Kaplan, however, makes the argument that this is not necessarily the case. According to Kaplan, acts of technological creation and the use of technological creations are seen as very important in defining the identity of both creator and user in Western Cultures. As such, the role of technology in the West is fraught with many taboos. One of these taboos can be described as a Frankenstein Syndrome, wherein the creation of an artifact that is a convergence between humanity and technology is an act of potential transgression in and of itself. 
Cross-Cultural Differences in HRI
That differences exist between Japan and the West has, of course, been considered within the field of HRI. Attempts at exploring and quantifying these differences have been numerous [6] [7] [8] [9] . Overall, these studies have challenged the popular belief that the Japanese are more positive towards robots than people in the West. A series of studies using the Negative Attitudes towards Robots Scale (NARS [10]) as a measure for attitudes towards robots, were performed by Bartneck et al. [6] [7] . The NARS was a scale developed using a method derived from Allport's Lexical Hypothesis [11] , where open-ended responses from surveys where categorized and turned into questionnaire items, responses to which were then subjected to factor analysis within large Japanese samples. When this test, along with translations was administered to samples of different cultures, Japanese samples did not score significantly more positively than Dutch or American samples, and in fact scored more negatively than Western samples on some dimensions. Syrdal et al.
[12] drew attention to the possibility of cultural specificity of the NARS and similar scales constructed using this method, suggesting that even if appropriately translated, the NARS may still rely on culturally specific constructs, leading to results not being comparable across cultures. A similar issue was highlighted by MacDorman [9] , who found that different measures for attitudes and responses to robots yield different results in terms of cultural differences.
Towards a Tool for Cross-Cultural Investigation of the Frankenstein Syndrome
Due to these factors, it is reasonable to suggest that tools to study the specific interactions of culture on attitudes towards humanoid robots, need to be developed crossculturally from their inception to their deployment. Using the lexical hypothesis as base, this paper describes the initial stage of data-collection from open-ended questionnaires to a large number of participants in both the United Kingdom and Japan.
Methodology
Questionnaire Design
A questionnaire was created for this study, consisting of 3 questions apart from demographics.
The questions were open-ended in order to get as wide a range of responses as possible from participants. Apart from demographic details, the questions were as follows:
Q1. How do you feel about humanoid robots becoming widespread in society? Q2. What sort of activities do you think humanoid robots should perform in society, what sort activities do you think they should not perform? Q3. Where do your impressions of humanoid robots come from?
